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Letter, &e. 



SIR, 

I Think myfclf undci' ah obKgarion thus publicly to 
addrefs you, and your brethren in the miniftry> 
on account of an affcrtion which I heard you make in 
the pulpit of the New Chapel, City-Road, London, 
when you preached brfore the Conference, on Tuef- 
day,,Auguft lOj 1796. 

The aflercion was this, * That fome people put 
bell fire in the place of the blood of Chrift.' This 
aflerrion you made twice i*i-^ic-courfe' of your fcr- 
mon, in words nearly fimilar. It is true, you did 
not fay who thofe erroneous people were, whom you 
thus reprefented as diflionouring the adorable Saviour; 
and afcribing that to bell fire (namely, the purifying 
•from fin) which only belongs' to his atoneing facrifice. 
Nor did you deign to give any proof, that the people 
whom you criminated, were adtually guilty of the 
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cKkrge wHicIT you brought 9%Ax& dicra v, but fi^m 
circumftances which had taken place ia conferenccj. 
k was generally imderftoo^ that tho& who believe 
the do&ine of T^be refistution of aU things lobicb 
God bath J^ken of by att bis bofy Fropbets^ were 
the peripns alluded to i and it wa& evklent enough to* 
every attentive obferver, that the greater part of your 
numerous audience, devoutly believed your unproved 
aflcrtion concerning the UniverfaCfta j t©; be true.. I 
need not expoffulate with you. Sir, On the injuftice of 
public and unproved criminations of any body of 
chrifljans. The treatment which that numerous and 
reipedable body, among whom; you: noik, has met 
with, has*exhibited many nftahces of iuch injuftice, 
to which, as a body, you have always rifen fuperior i 
and I truft always wilL 

You wiir judjgo Sir, of the feelings rf*my mind 
when having this before my eyes ; 1 heard you bring 
the charge above {peciiied: againft die Univerfalifts. 
Alas ! what a pity it is,, that experience doth not ai- 
rways m^e us wile and candid, i do not apprehend 
it wiU be underftood th4t I am blafldng you for freely 
;€xprefling yow belief of the eternal duradon of future 
fiiHery $ no,^ you have aa undoubted right to eicp^is 
.your belief of that do6trine,.or any oUiec,, which upon 
"examination j;oa2 judge to be true. But to me it has 
always appeared necefiary, in Ipeaking, to inftrud ap 
audience, to give mry reafons for condemning at^ 
fcndmcnt held. by others*. HSud you, Sir^ done fo> it 
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ifi more than jn^able that I ihould not hire tnniUea 
jrou, or die public with this addrefs. 

Upon reflection on yom- aflerdon die &Ilovit»; 
Aings ftrike me forcibly i-^ 

1. That you meant to mifreprefent the fcntuncat* 
of tho& chriftians that believe God's unlver£d ant 
efficacious love to his ci«attircs, in wder to deter d^ 
people ia your conneftion from inquiring jUxmctts 
dierefore ^u took upon you to fay, that we pat i)eS 
jfir^ in tlie place of the blood of Chrift, as tlw mo* 
likely method to excite their abhoirence agalnfi: d« 
Uniweriadoftrinei but as this view o£ the fubjeft^ 
bears rather hard upon the purity of yotir inttattons^ 
t am willing to think that I am miftaken i and thai;* 

adly. You were intirely unacquainted widi the Ctt- 
timenra of the Univerfalifts. But, thdtaa thoic feua- 
mcnts had already made ibme progrel^ in yotH* Ibcie~ 
ties, you judged it neceffary to arrcft their pFC^;rc& 
by fome means,, and upon a review of the great bkt- 
fing which, has attended the Methodift preachers for 
many years,, you haftily conclude^ that you had 
among you. the truth, the whole truth, and nothii^ 
but the truth ;. and that confcquently, the UnivcrM- 
ifts muft greatly err j and therefore, in the zeal of 
your heart you broi^ht the charge agaiiflt diem. 

jdly^ There is a view which I would prefer t» 
:«idier of die others, if I could find fufiicicnt reafon ta 
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fuppOTt it, viz. That you were really well acquainte4 
ivith the Univerfal doftrine, and that notwithftanding 
you had attentively ' confidered the Scriptures, and 
arguments by which the friends of that doftrine have 
fupported their views; -yet you ttill thought them 
wrong, and therefore bore your honeft tcftimony 
againft what you fuppofed to be an error i but if this 
had been your cafe^ I am perfuaded, you would hav« 
rcafoned, not declaimed ; you would have fliewn 
meeknefs, not difplcafure. 'For I hayc sllways ob- 
ferved, that a fober Inquiry into the views of thofe 
who dijfFer from us in fcntiment, tends greatly to ' 
humble us in cur own fight, and if it does not con- 
vince us that our opponent is right, yet it generally 
convinces us, that we have not monopolized the 
whole of wifdom and truth to ourfelvcs ; and fuch a 
convidlion is always followed with moderation. 



>' 



Under a perfuafion in my own mind, that you arc 
unacquainted with the -people whom you have repre- 
fcnted as putting hell fire in the place of the blood of 
Chrift, give me leave, with great good-will to your- 
felf and brethren, to inform both you and them better, 
which L fhall do, by fhewing what are my views of 
future punifhmenti and Ihewing the harmony of thofe 
views with the doftrine of atonement. 



1 • I am firmly perfuaded of the reality of fiiturc 
punifhment to all thofe who die without the gbcdience 
of faith to the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift j ^ For 
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he that belie veth not fhall be damned/ Mark xyi. i6. 
/ And the unbelieving fhall have their portion in the 
Jake thatburneth with fire and brimftone/ Rev, xxi, 8. 

' 2. I believe, that future punifliment will be not 
riie fovereign efFcft of God's ordination and appoint- 
picnt towards any of the fbns of men, but the cfFeft 
or proper fruit of the perjonal fin of men : * For we 
piuft all Hand before the judgment feat of Chrift to 
give an account of the things done in the flelh, ac- 
cording to that which every man hath doney whe- 
ther it be good or evil.' i Cor. v. lo. « And I will ^ 
^ivc to every one of you according to his works. \ 
H?v. XX ii. 12. 

3. I believe the awefulnefs of future punishment. 
^ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God, for our God is a confuming fire.' Heb. 
X. 31, and Heb. xii. 29. * Upon the wicked God 
will rain fire arid brimftone, and an horrible tempeft, 
this fhall be the portion of their cup.' And we read 
of everlafting Ihame and contempt for the wicked, 
the blackeft of darknefs referved for them for ever ; 
iand it is faid of fomc of them, * they fhall have no 
refl day nor nights' which exprefSons, I believe, refer 
to the difFcrept degrees of punifhment which different 
charafters will endure, fome having^w ftripes, and 
fome many. 

4. But I do not believe that the future, punifhment 
©f anjr lyill l?c cndlcfi, for the following reafons : 
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FiksT. Jccaufc it is hard to concciw that God*- 
who is loTC, ever made any ^ man, but with the in-. 
3Cention of making him finally holy and happy. I am 
perluadcd, that ^icither you, nor your brethren in the 
fiifljiftry,. will afcrit^ any other motive to the Deity^ 
in the oxation (^ hr^ intelligent and moral offspring 
Itft you fall kito ^{it which among you, has empha- 
iksiBy been c^ed the liorrible decree. Now, if it be 
C^tiaiUed ^ii|t Qo<t did purpoie die good of men when 
Ite created them^ thei^t, to m^\t fippears that ulti- 
mately his {Kirpofe will be accomplifiied. For he 
ftath iaid, Ik will pe^fpnaa ^U his i^leafure, and his 
Council Jhatl fland. And, nQtwithftanding the fin of 
the creature vci^y be iuch as to call for ^U hi$ fevereft 
dealings, yet ftiH the divine puipofc fland§ jn al| its 
fiircea for there |s no variabJUneJi jiorfiadqw (^ 
turnmg witJ^ Gf4^ 

You, it is prefiimcd, will acknowledge that the 
love of God continues pwards men, while they are 
«poa eartk; and I^ Sir, cannot help aflcing why^ 
Ikodd you confine the i^xercife of his goodnefe to the 
pre&nt ftate ? The Scripture doth not feem to, ^o io^ 
ftr it tells tis chat his mercy, his tender mercy is^ ovef^ 
4^ his war is. Ffalm cxlv. 9, 

Now, arc not men his works, even when they ar^ 
lA hell, as really Is they are when upon earth ? For-i; 
give me then if I believe that fuch is the fulnefs of 
dtvine love, that it will finally peyail oyer 4II the 
Cm and aU the mifcry of mcn^ . ^ 
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§ec6ndly. I cannot believe cndkf^ mtiery, be- 
cavfe of the liniverfality of the death of Chrift. No 
people on earth think more highly of the death of Ci^rift 
than the Univerfalifts doj becaufe they {uppofe its ef-, 
ficacy to be equal to its extent; herein I know that you 
differ from them, by fuppofmg that thofe who die in fin 
will not be finally benefited by it* That it faves from 
hell all thofe who now believe and continue to the jend, 
X moft joyfully grant J but I have fuch a concep-^ 
tion of the dignity of the perfon of Chrift, and of the 
Value which that dignity (lamped upon his death, that 
I cannot fupp6fc he died finally in vain for any* 
You acknowledge that he died for all men ; but were 
not many men dead and damned before he made his 
foul an offering for fin ? Now, if he died for alh he 
iurcly died even for thofe, who, before his appearance, 
had been configned to the prifon of hell for their fins ; 
jjnd if he died for themy furely it was that they might 
have fomc benefit from his atonement ; even though 
they had died in rebellion againft: God. This is 
not an argument taken from reafon merely, it is 
founded upon the Apoftle^s declaration to the He- 
' brews, ch. ix. ver. 15. ' He died for the redemption 
of the tranfgrefiions that were under the Jirjl tcfta- 
ipcnt/ I think, therefore, it behoves you, and 
your brethren, to acknowledge that the redemption of 
Chrift reacheth even to hell j or to leave off talking 
of the univerfality of his atonement, and fay with the 
Galvinifts, that he died only for the eledt. In the 
prophecy of Ztchariah, ch» 9. ver, n, I find the 
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^Fathcr fpeaking thus to the Son, * As for thcc, dfo, 
by the Wood of thy covenant, I have fcnt forth thy 
prif^ers out of the pity wherein is no water.* I 
cannot help comparing this text with Luke, ch. xvi, 
ver. 24, where the wiciced rich man is reprefented in 
hell without a drop of water to cool his tongue; and 
hence I infer that the blood of Chrift will finally 
quench the flames of hell, and procure the releafe of 
the wretched prifoners who arc confined in that hor- 
rible pit. 

The Apoftle to the Colofllans, ch. i. ver. 19, fays, 
* It pleafed the Father that in Chrift fhould all fullncls 
dwell. And, (having m-ade peace by the blood of 
his crofs) by him to reconcile all things to himfelf; 
by him, I fay, whether they be things in earth, or 
whether they be things in heaven.' Here I notice 
the following things: i. That there is all- fuUnefs in 
Chrift, for in himdwelleth all the fullnefs of the God- 
head, bodily. 2. That the Father's pleafure 19 giving 
this fullnefs to the Son, is, that by him he might re- 
concile all things to Wmfelf. 3. That left I ftiould 
miftake, and by all things, fuppofc the Apoftle to 
mean only a few things, (namely, fuch only as now 
believe) he enumerates, whether they be things in 
earth, or. things in heaven, thereby including all rati- 
onal creatures. The . Scripture mentions, only men 
and iingels, on whom God hath beftowed rationality, 
among all the creatures th^t he hath formed ; and 
they were made either in heaven or on earth> for he 
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created none in hell. Thefe are all tfcv be reconciled 
to himfclf by Chrift Jefus j and, furejy reconciliation 
canned: mean annihiliation j much lefs can H niean 
cndlefs punifhment. 4. This reconciliation is t6^be: 
efFefted by the hlood of the crofs, by which peacc\ 
already made, and the great work is begun by the 
tniniftry of the glorious Golpel of the blefled God, 
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• L with the Apoftle, believe this univerfal recon* X 

clliation ; which, as it takes place in the partial in- 
llances that occur upon earth, is effcAed by the 
blood of Chrift; fo the whole will be performed by 
the fame gracious medium. But may not the future 
punifhment be a mean to humble the fouls of ftub* 
6om finners, that they may be brought to fubmit to 
the methods of grace ? That affli6lion is ufcd by the 
all-wife God for this'purpofe, in the prefent world, is 
evident ; and the experience of moft chriftians is fimi- | 

lar to that of David, who faid, * It is good for mc x 

that I have been afflifted, for before I was afflifted I sn 

went aftray, but now do I keep thy precepts/ Pfalm 
1.19. And Jeremiah defcribes the benefit of afflic- 
tions thus, * It is good for a man that he bear the 
yoke in his youth. He fitteth. alone, and kecpcth 
lilenoe^ becaufe he hath borne it upon him. He put- 
tcth his nlouth in the duft, if fo be there may be hope. , 
He giveth his cheek to him that fmiteth him j he is 
filled full with i-eproach. For the Lord will not caft 
off for ever : But though he caufc grief, yet will he 
have compaflion according to the multitude of his 
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mercies, F<y he doth not afflift willingly, nor grieve 

the childi^ of men/ Lam. iii. 27. 23- There^ 

fore h^^o^^ 1^ for their good. Paul to the Hebrews, 

ch^. xii. ver. 9, 10, fpeaks to tlie fame purpofc ; 

c ^'furthermore, we have had fathers of our flefh which 

have correfted us, and we gave them reverence : fhall 

yv'e not much rather be in fubjeflion unto the Father 

offpirits, and live? For they, verily, for a few days 

chaftened us after their own pleafure 5 but he, for our 

profit, that we might be partakers of his holinefs. 

Now no chaflening for the prefent fecmeth to be joy-r. 

ous, but grievoiis : neverchelefs, afterward, it yieldeth 

die peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs unto them which 

are exercifed thereby.' Thus, you fee, the Scriptures 

aferibe the beft poffible fruits to affliftion j as fubmif- 

fion to the will of God, humility and holinefs of heart 

and life. Do you think from hence that the Prophets 

and ApoMes put affiiSlion in the room of the blood. 

of Chrtft ? Do not you, and your brethren in the mi- 

niftry, often preach on this theme ? Yef would you 

not think it a Gander, if I were to fay of you, that. 

you put^affliftion in the place of the blood of Chrift ? 

But, Sir, Ilhallnot thu? flanderyou; I approve of 

your thus explaining the divine conduft in all its affllft- 

ing difpenfations. For I believe with you, that die God 

I ' of love doth not willingly grieve nor afflict the chil- 

^ dren of men. But as I think, that the fons of Adam 

arc the children of men ii^ every future ff ate, as really 

as they are in the prefent, fo 1 apply the Prophet's 

words to the future dealings of God, as well as to 

• thofe 
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diofe in this world.. A nt^^, b^ng^^^e to another 
reafon why. I cannot believ^^^^^re puni&^ent to be 
endlcfs. 
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Thirdly. B'ecaufe I thinkthat itftands^c» 

fncdiatorial ground. I have oft^ hearl from the 

puipit, that God out of Chrift is a confumig fire^ but 

r do not remember any fentiment like thi^n Scrip- 

tlire, A God out of Chrift is an invintionof men, 

and I have fo.me fufpicion that Caeh a B(ag was 

feigned, to ferve the caufe of endlcfs mifery. often 

read of denunciations of God*s vengeance agaifl fin- 

iJers, in the Bible ; and of the terrors of the Jord • 

and are there informed, that it is a fearful thir^ to 

fall into the hands of the living God i becaufc GtJ is 

a confuming fire. But the Apoftle doth not fay tiat 

it is God out of Chrift i But our God is a confiimi^g 

fire, i. e. The God of the Prophets, Apoftles, aid 

Saints. And the fame is faid of Chrift, Mai. iii. 2, 3, 

* But who may abide the day of his coming ? and whc 

fhall ftand when he appeareth ? for he is like a rc- 

ffner's fire, and like fuller's foap. And he Ihall fit 

Jike a refiner and purifier of filver.' From which paf- 

iages I leam, that it is the nature of God to con- 

fymcthe drpfs of fia froni the fallen fons of men; 

that the manifeftation of himfelf in Chrift is intended 

for that purpoft. And I think it follows, that all 

his afflidivc difpenfations, both here and hereafter,. 

hive the fame purifying tendency;, becaufe it is his 

gf ncral chsw^er without diftinfiion of time or place, 

that 
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that he IS z coj^mlng fix/^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ is. fin ia 
the creature^^ / 

But^dfiat ftture puj^^icnt (lands upon mediatorial 

groipid^ is e/identi />ecaufc ir is the mediators work 

^judge anqDuni/h/^n^rs. ' For the Father jW^^/ A 

no man ; bt hachponvmitted all judgment unto the 

Son ^, and^atbg/ven him authority to execute yyi^g- 

ment alfo, bccaufc he is the Son of man/ * John v, 

22 and ':!' ' It is he which was ordained of God to 

be the jdg? of quick and dead.' Afts x. 42. Now 

wiftead/f God out of Chrift judging the wicked, I 

fee it ^rift himfclf (who died for all) that will judge 

ihem. as well as the Saints, 

/ 

I^'t pofTible when he judges them, he will forget 
tiia/ they are a part of the purchafe of his blood ? He 
m^ indeed rule them with a rod of iron, and da{h 
thim in pieces like a potter's veflel j but he will re- 
Wemher that they are a part of his inheritance z 
(t^film iL) And as fuch he will one day raife them up 
afNd poffefs them ; for the Father hath appointed him 
fieir of all things. Heb. i. 2. 

It fecms to me, that the common idea of the devils 
tormenting men in hell, is fabulous, and has no (upport 
from Scripture, which teaches, that the wicked will be 
punilhed with devils, not by them. Matt. xxv. That 
Chrift will ^;^^^z^/^ judgment, i.e. inflift the punifh- 
menti^on the wicked, is evident, from John v. 27, 

And 
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And that he. will ufe the miniftration of Angels, is 
probable, from Matt, xiii, 39. 42. And in Rev. xiv;. 
10, it is faid, that thofe who worfliip the beaft, &c. 
lliall be tormented in the prefence of the Lamb, and 
in the prefence of his holy Angels : fo that it fliould 
fcem as if Chrift and his holy Angels will inlped: and 
fiipcrintend the work of future punifhment. 

Now I find a great difficulty in fuppofing that tte 
all-loving and all-lovely Jefus, can at once be the in- 
flidorand fpedtator of endlefs, continuing, and increajp- 
rng mifcry to his creatures. I know that when he 
was upon earth he wept over Tinners. Can the com- 
paffion of his nature fail ? or thofe Angels who rejoice 
over one finner that repenteth upon earth, can their 
nature fo alter as that they fhould be the inftruments 
and fpeftators of wrath inconceivable and endlefs, and 
yet be happy ? If it be faid that this mode of reafon-' 
ing applies with as much force againft all future pu- 
nifhment as it doth againft its being endlefs : I anfwer, 
not fo i for if it did, it would apply againft the ex- 
iftence of all natural evil in this life j which neverthe- 
Jcfs, we. know doth exift, and is fometimes awfidly fc- 
vere \ yet we reconcile it with the love of God, and 
die grace of Chrift, by admitting it to be intended for 
human good. Make the good' of the creature to be 
the end of the divine conduft in future punifliment, 
aiid then you will aflign a rcafon worthy of Godhimfclf 
for inflidling it ! 



But 
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But again> not only is judgment and punifhmenC 
the work of the mediator, but it is his work by virtud 
of his humiliation which included his univerfal atone* 
meat. Heb. i. 3. ' When he had by himfelf purged 
our jGns, lat down on the right hand of the majefty on 
high/ Phil. iL 6. ^ Chrift being in the form of* 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; 
but made himfelf of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a fcrvant, and was made in the Uke- 
neis of men j and, being found in fafhion as a man, he 
humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the crofs. Wherefore, God hath 
highly edited him, and given him a name which h 
above every name ; diat at the name of Jcfus, every 
knee ihould bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue fhould confefs that Jcfus is Lord, to the glory 
pfGod the Father/ 

Now here the Apoftle tells us of the exaltation of 
Chrift ', of the extent of his power, which is univerfal, 
reaching over heaven j for Angels, principalities and 
powers, are made fubje6t unto him ; over earth, for 
^e Father hath given him power over all fleih ; over 
hell (under the earth) for he hath the keys of hell, and. 
of death. The great intention of this power of Chrift 
is» the univerfal fubjeftion of the crcatiMrea to him^ 
That every kneeJbauldbo'W : Yea, more than -fob-* 
Jeftion is to be cffcdcd by it, for every tongue fliaD 
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confers that he is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father* 



' It is evident, that all creatures ' are fubjeft to him 
n<fWy in point of the exerqifc of his power over them, 
but this is not a willing fubjeftion, except in the cafe 
of the holy Angels, and thofe few who have believed; 
it is thcy^ only amoftg tha fons of men who bow the 
kneeto Jeftis, and confcfs his name with the tongue. 
The Apoftle clearly intimates that there fhall be fuch 
a fubjeftion to him, and fuch a confeffion of him, as 
that there ihall be no longer any rebellion againft him. 
The glory of the Father is the end propofed in this 
obedience to, and confeffion of the Son j and kt any 
man a(k himfelf, wherein doth the Father's glory 
moft confift ? will it be in the endlefs mifery of mil- 
lions of his creatures, of in the final deliverance of 
them all by his dear Son ? Now as Chrift is judge by 
virtue of having humbled himfelf to the death 6f the 
crofs, and as the intent of his dying was, that tic 
world through him might be faved ; fo- I can but 
think that judgment, and its confequence to the wick- 
ed, puniftiment, • are meahs to accomplilh that inten-* - - 
tion. For what reafon can be given, why the ^yef 
bkffed, and gracious, and unchangeable God jQibuld 
forget, or change his purpofc towards his creatures after 
death, any more than he Ihould do the fame in this .^ 
life ? The Scriptures tell us, that .he doth his will in 
heaven, and in earth, in the feas, and in all deepplacei : 
^ the grave zxidl^ll. .Pfalm cxxxv. 6. They tell us 
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that, for this caufe, JcfUs both died, and rofc, and re- 
vived, i. e. afcendcd, that he might be Lord both of 
the living and the dead. Rom. xiv. 9. That he hath, 
the keys of hell and of death. Rev. h 8. Surely 
he ihiitteth and openeth the grave and hell, at his 
plcafure ; and the dead, yea, die damned, are as 
miich under his government,- and Within the reach of 
his powet", m every rcfped: as riie living ; none of his 
creatures ar^ cut off finally from his goodnefs, * for 
bis tender mercy is over aU his works- P£ cxlv. 9. 

And that future judgment is founded m^ mercy, and 
fliall end in mercy, I diink is clear, from Pfsdm Ixii. 
12. ^ Alfa unto thee, OLord, belongeth >w^ry, for 
thou recomtpenfeth every man arcorduig to his works.' 
And from James ii. 13, * For he Ihall have judgment 
without mercy, who feath fire wed no mercy; and 
mercy rejoiccth againft judgment.* Herein is feen the 
fuUncfs of that Scripture, GoJ is love. For if judg- 
ment be a mediatorial work founded upon mercy, ex- 
crcifed by Chrifl in virtue of his atonement j then it 
will follow, that tf// die kindreds^ families^ and na^ 
tims of the tzxthjhall be blefled in him. 

Fourthly. I cannot believe ^»^/^ mifcry, be* 
caufe I have not found any word in the Scripture 
which is ufed to exprefs the duration of pumfhmcnt 
that naturally conveys that idea. 
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It is evident that evcrlafting, ^vcnjiore, for ever, 
^n<i ever and ever, are ufcd to f g lify the duration of 
ihings that have ended, or muft end ; as thus^ 

Canaan was ^veii to Abraham, and his feed, for aiji 
^verlqfling poffeBfon. Geo. xviL 8, ij^ain Gen, 
xlviii. 4. 

The covenant of circumclfion was given as an ever-* 
Sajling covenant. Gen. xvii, 7. 13, and -19. 

The prlefthood of the fons of Aaron was an ev^Tr 
J^fting priefthood, Exod. xL 15^ \jtv. xvi. 34* 
^umh. XXV. 13* 

And the Vilk of Canaan were called evtrlafimg 
Siills. Gen. xlix. a6. and Heb. iii, 6u' 

And yet the land of Canaan, with the hilis thereof^ 
ihall be diflblved in the general conflagration. The 
acverlaftiag priefthood of Aaron is fupcrreedcd by thp 
l^riefthpod of Chrift. And the eycrlafting covenant 
of circumcifion is abolifhed ; nor is it pofllMe in the 
iiacnre of things that th^C rite fhc^4d be encjleflly prac* 
lifed. 

The phrafc^r every is ufed with the fame limits.- 
tioa. Gen. xiii. 15. Xxod. xiu €4. 17, 24. chap« 
XKi. 6. and at above fifty other places wjbi^h might 
ht named. 
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Even the phrafe for ever and ever^ by which the 
mifery of the wicked is three times cxpreffed in the 
book of Re velations, is ufcd in the fame limited fenfe 
as in Ifa. xxx. 8. Jer. vii. 7. and Jer. xxv. 5. And 
as for the word which we render eternal, Mark iii. 29, 
it is the fame which we render everlafting, in Mat. 
xxv. 46, and elfewhcre ; and I have already fhcwn that 
it is uft d for limited duration, ., 

If it be cbje6ted, that when the words and phrafe* 
in queftion are applied to things of this world, they 
do mearfa limited ^^nod ; but when applied to things 
of another world, thty memi en d/e/s. 

Then. I obferve, Flrft^ That this is granting, that 
thcfc words do n6t nafural/y md necejfari/y convey 
the idea oVendlefs duration. 

Secondly, It is alfo granting, that it is the JubjeSi 
which muft determine the meaning of the words, and 
not the words which determine the duration of th<j 
fubjeft. 

• Thirdly, That the idea of endlels damnation from 
the mere ufe of thefe words and phraies, is adlually 
given up. And then it follows, that thofe who hold 
the fentiment of endlefs mifery, ought to give a rea- 
fon, taken from the nature of the thing itfetf why 
-it fhould be end/e/jL ', sind, this Sir, I cordially invite 
you, or any of the preachers in . your connedtion, to 

do 



f^ ' r- 



^ 



MR. SAMUEL BRADBURtT, ai 

€6, as it would greatly tend to fei me right, if, -as yoa 
think, I now am wrong. 

I truft, I have nothing but truth in view, and fliould 
rejoice at its progrefs, though you fhould make it 
appear that in this inftance I was miftaken. And I 
am the fnore emboldened to requeft this piece of 
fricn4ihip of you, becaufc in the fermon which gave 
occafion to this friendly addrefs, you faid, that * die 
idea of deliverance from hell was a //f upon the very 
foce of the Scriptures.' 

Fifthly. I cannot believe endlcfs mifery, becaufe 
I read of the ' times of the rejiitution of all things 
which God hath fpoken by all his holy prophets, fincc 
the world began.* Afts iii. 21. And I alfo read, 
fhat this is * the myftery of the will of God, according 
%o his good pleafurc, which he hath purpofcd in him- 
felf ; that in the difpenfation of lAicJulinefs of times, 
he might gather together in one^ all things in 
Chrift, both which are in heaven, and which arc on 
.cardi, ^ycn in hjrp.' 

Now I take it for granted, that all things^ arc 
really all things^ 3nd that when all things are r^- 
^ored ttiere will be nothing left in fin and mifery j 
becaufe fin and mifery were not the original ftatc of 
any of God's creatures. And I think, that when all 
things are gathered togetlier m Chrift, then there will 
^e rfj creature but what will be . in ui>ion with him. 

But 
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*But if you can prove that ai/ things mean onfy t fhr 
things, our Calvinift brethren will probably be much 
obliged Co you for it, as they have failed in the proof 
trf" tfett matter hitherto'. \ , 

Swely it muft ^ear, upon the fece of this con- 
trorcrijr, that the Univerfalifts afcribe much more to 
idle blood of Chrift, than you do. The public In ge- 
neral, and the Mcthodifts in particular, will therefor^ 
judge of the jttftice of the charge which you have 
brought againft them, 'J That they put hcU fire in the 
flacc of the blood of Chrift/ 

Lastly. I diink that the dotftrine of endleft milery 
is contrary to the ht^lin^ of God, The Scriptures 
teftch ttve that God hateth fin ; that he hath been ^t 
an kifinice expence to make an end of it, in the death 
of his own Son.. Dan. ix. ^4. But notwithftandi,ng 
this, youJEeach that millions and millions of his crea- 
t;6rcs Will be eternally under the power and curfe of 
fin ; that te will panifh, and diey will fin the more ; 
that be will punifh yet more, and ftifl they will rage 
ind fin yet more horribly I that the ftrife will go on 

t o * • G od lonly knows , what height IV, — But that 

it will endleffly increafe 1!! Ah, dear Sir, confidcr of 
tlic diflionour of this fendment to tlie Almighty God, 
iWKj his 4wiowblc Chrift. 

If fin be not whoMy iind finafly made an end of, it 
«ttft fee ei<fcer from the want of wifl, or the Want of 
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po^^cr m God to do it >— But who will dilpote his 
power ? or who will queftion his will to do it, that be- 
lieves Chrill has made a fldl and all-fufficknt propU 
tiadon for the fins of the 'mboU world? 

I hope it appears from the whole, that the charge 
which you have brought a^ainft us, arofe from your 
ignorance of the views of the Umverfalilb. I there- 
fore heartily forgive k. May God forgive you alio. 

I have no intention of giving offence in any thing 
which has been faid, and I hope no offence will be 
taken ; I have, indeed, uied freedom of ipeech, but 
think it is fuch as becomes the Goipel. Give me 
IcaVe, therefore, with great confideration 'and good-^ 
wiU, both to you 2nd your conne&ion, to fiibicribc 
myfelf* 

Your affeftioiiate brother in Chrift, 

WILLIAM VH>LER. 
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